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Philippines: Illegal activities undertaken by the Hong Kong Triads and 14kts; whether there is state protection
available to citizens who are approached to assist the triads in these activities, particularly bank fraud
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

Numerous articles name the Hong Kong Triad in connection to the trafficking of the drug shabu
(mathamphetamine hydrochloride), the "'poor man's cocaine'" (Philippine Daily Inquirer 15 Aug. 2001), in the
Philippines (ibid. 6 Nov. 2002; ibid. 10 Sept. 2001; ibid. 15 Nov. 2001; ibid. 26 Aug. 2000; ibid. 29 Jul. 2000).

A 1 November 2002 raid on a shabu laboratory in Paranaque City, Rizal, was reported to have "crippled the
operations" of the Hong Kong Triad in Metro Manila (Philippine Daily Inquirer 6 Nov. 2002). In referring to the raid,
the Southern Police District director stated that the Hong Kong Triad was believed to be behind the laboratory as
the chemicals seized were not locally produced (ibid.).

Three articles reported on the seizure of large quantities of shabu believed to have been brought into the
country by the Hong Kong Triad (ibid. 5 Nov. 2001; ibid. 29 July 2000; ibid. 26 Aug. 2000). Reporting on the
seizure, the 26 August 2000 article stated that Triad criminal groups in Hong Kong were apparently no longer
employing Filipinos as their local couriers, but were instead using mainly jobless Chinese (ibid.).

Reporting on allegations made by a civilian agent used by the police to infiltrate the Hong Kong Triad, several
articles make reference to possible police involvement with the Hong Kong Triad and drug trafficking in the
Philippines (ibid. 31 Aug. 2001; ibid. 4 Sept. 2001; GMA 7 Television 3 Sept. 2001). The agent reportedly stated
that the Triad brought in thousands of kilograms of illegal drugs that police officials then sold to Chinese drug lords
in the Philippines (Philippine Daily Inquirer 31 Aug. 2001). Philippine National Police (PNP) officials strongly denied
these allegations (ibid.).

In conjunction with announcing that the Presidential Anti-Graft Commission (PAGC) would be investigating
the "allegation that foreign-based drug syndicates had infiltrated several government agencies," the Presidential
Spokesperson warned government employees that they faced "suspension on [the] mere suspicion of involvement
in facilitating the entry of illegal drugs" into the Philippines (ibid. 7 Sept. 2001).

Regarding the Triad's involvement in other illegal activities, an October 2002 article reported that the
government was investigating the possible involvement of the Hong Kong Triad in the rising piracy rate in the
movie and software industries in the Philippines (Philippine Daily Inquirer 15 Oct. 2002). The Videogram Regulatory
Board, a governmental organization charged with curbing video piracy, stated that they believed that organized
crime groups were assisting illegal disc makers, "particularly in the purchase of replicating machines" (ibid.).

No reference to the Hong Kong Triad's involvement in any further illegal activities, including bank fraud, in
the Philippines, or to the state protection available to those citizens approached to assist the Triads, could be found
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

While no reference could be found to a group call 14kts, one article was found to the operation of group
called the 14K Triad in the Philippines (Philippine Daily Inquirer 30 Aug. 2001). The 30 August 2001 article reported
that the 14K is thought to be "a major source of illegal drugs for the Philippines" (ibid.).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the
merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please find below the list of additional sources consulted
in researching this Information Request.
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Additional Sources Consulted

IRB databases

NEXIS

Internet sites, including:

Asia Times

BBC

CNN

Philippine Headline News

The Visayan Daily Star

Search engine:

Google
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